 President’ Reagan tolds ('E)gress
yesterday that the El Salvadorgow
“ernment’s:human rights” record en-
*titles it-to receive U.S. aid; and "the
" State Department ‘said it-is: mgently
_studying theTieed to mcreasesassusb
-ance to the regime there following an
‘attack by Ieftist guerrillas W'ednes-
-day_.on, t.be&cmmtrys ‘mai]
- -axr bas’,g‘ :‘;’;‘j
- 'Thése a acbons ‘set the: stage:for a:
potentxalhf major new battle between;
the administration and congressional
liberals,* who contend that the mil=
‘ftary-civilian regime headed by Pres-
-ident Jose Napoleon Duarte contin-
Jues to sytematxmlly vxo!ate human
nghts. .:. yi . :“ ” ~. !’“V;&.
Reacans declaratxon in “the:form-
of a cemﬁmmn to- Congress Jclears.
‘the way: for- the- admlmsttatxon to
disburse $26 million. m' _pilitary 38
sistance-_allGited “for::EL; SHvad'ér
‘under the fiscal 1982 forelgn aid bill..
In passing the Iegtslatxon,» last.fonth,]
Congress-: “attached” a -provision? fe-
quiring. the pmwdent to ce}'tl&.that
the Salvadoran’ govemment was.end=
ing rights ‘abuses and, makihé- pré?—
. foward “political.’ *nd Econom

Bminies hLE
;..~ ST = e ,m;
In his cemﬁca

cIu’Eed that_ the,Duarte reglme;i‘ba&
made- a concerted, ‘signifi cantaand
‘good-faith: eﬂ’ort-ho deal “with,
'complex poht:ml, “social and’ K
‘rights problems: lsconfront

RN t

ulitdry:

that pmgms?sbemg ibaded i

THE WASHINGTON POST
29 January 1982

E71 But’,' thg; pmxdents zontention

came in’a Week that
ican Civil Libérties Umorr and ‘other.
human rights groups accuse’ “Salva-]

doran ;authorities: of ; continuing;res
pressiom—including - “allegedly: being:
Tesponsible fc for-the murder of 12,501 i
“persons- dunng-lBBL Also this week, 3
“The Washington Post and the. New

York. Times [ pubhshed Teports: fro}xln

: chzh-ges and the admmlstratlons de-
 feitid of the regime seems certain to
* trigger new efforts by human-rights-
 advotatés in Congress to cut off or
# place new : restnchons on US. xml-
ald R cHe
fﬁhe.confrontatlon is llkely to- be
" hadténed by the success of Cuban--
. batked guerrillas in damaging or de-
. stro;ﬁng ‘geveral helicopters. - and’
 plands'in Wednesday’s bombing at-
 taekeat the llopango air base near
: SarvSalvador S i
Sbate Department spokesman
Alam Romberg’ yesterday called the-

{Esai&"t, he Senate Foreign Relations |
*Cdtafittee_yesterday- was”given as

_sediet_intelligence: briefing at which |
% admsnistration “officials admitted ;

"o support ground.operations against
the‘-vueml]as Trad been sharply un-

(Iowa) and Gerry E. Studds (Mass.),

attack an attempt by the guemllas
* to disrupt- ‘the elections for a “constit-A
S ueng” assembly scheduled for March
¢ andiadded; R
" “#WNe cannot allow “terrorists com-
i - mitked to-achieving, power through
vu;ﬁnce and the destruction of the
country s economic infrastructure to
. unidermine. these efforts. According-
“ly, 5% must be prepared to increase
* ouf*Economic and our military assist-
: anteYo El Salvador as necessary We-
L aréepresently.. reassessing. assxstat_:ee
neai onanurgentbasxs.ﬁ (P KR
:f, mberg refused to spell out what
ﬂa gguwt for “additional aid might -

| engaB iz hﬁm;ﬁ
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“* F¥gwever, Tessional ¥ sources

that.the Salvadoran military’s ability

atred and possibly eliminated.

- The sources speculated that the |
¢ adfinistration;, ‘at a minimum, will
“seéko replace the heavy-duty Huey
 helichpters that.were lost in. Wedna-

| da5 bombing attack. .t _

However, .two - members of Con-

L BTess, Democrats Reps. Tom Harkin

“served notice that they will intro-

" duce legislation next week to cut off

all military aid, and they are expect-

 ed to be joined by other congression-
al liberals who successfully got the»_
presidential - certification require-
ment into the foreign aid legislation.

State Department - officials said
Reagan’s rationale for the certifica-

- tion will be described in detail when

 administration officials testify Mon-:
day and Tuesday before the Senate

-and House subcommittees on inter- 1

“ American affairs. .. e i i

- In the message sent to Congress

.y%terday, the - president briefly ex-: 3
plained his reasoning. ... -
- Essentially, he* said that, whlle
some abuses continue in the difficult’
circumstances imposed by civil war,

* the Duarte government is making a-

- sincere effort “to comply with inter-

- nationally recognized human rights”
and “is achieving substantial control” -
over the armed fom t.hrough such_

i measumvas outlawmg extremxst;
paramxhtary groups and imposing a’

“code of conduct on the military. - -Jh

CONTINUED
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" Reagan< contended - these efforts-
'are “beginning to have a positive ef-.
fect” and: have: produced “a declmmg
level of violence over the past year.”

" The president also certified that
the Salvadoran government is work-
ing hard to solve the 1980 murders
‘of four American Roman Catholic
'women missionaries and “has uncov-
“ered additional evidence which's gwa
hope” "of substantxal ‘new - progress.”
He~ also 'said the government: has
‘beenipursuing .in good faith” its in-
vestigation ;of! the murders: of .two
Amencan»agramn reform advnsers.

o
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